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Exod. xx. 17. 
Thou ſhalt not covet. 


HESE words are the ſubſtance of 
the tenth commandment, _ 

The uſe I intend to make of 'em, 
is this ; | 


Firſt, To how the wiſdom of this com- 
mandment, with reſpec to its influence on 
the reſt. FO op 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, To propoſe ſome practical obſer. 
vations, proper to promote obedience to it. 

All the former commandments regard men's 
external behaviour, either to their God, or to 
each other: This, propoſes ta regulate the af. 
fections of the mind, and 7 fuch regulation, 
to protect the duties contain 4 in the other nine 
commandments ; thoſe duties will always be in 
danger, while the heart's under the influence of 
irregular deſires; an extravagant uncaſineſs, for 
any thing which we haye no lawful means of ob- 

raining, is a probable introduction to a con- 
tempt- of all the commiandments ; 5. thoſc which 
relate to God, as well as thoſe” which con- 
cern our neighbour ; no man can be aſſur'd of 
ſtopping where he pleaſes ;, ; when, he has given 
way to a vicious paſſion, ir will not be con. 
rroul'd at diſeretio n. 

This vice therefore is by all'! means to be 
ſuppreſs d; tis an obſtinate enemy to God's 
autority: this will appear from a ſhort ſurvey 
of theſe commandments. 

As to the firſt and ſecond, the ſubjeats of which 
are the worſhip of the only true God, and the 
worſhipping of him, in a manner worthy of his 
nature, we may obſerve, when Solomon pro- 
tiſtuted his affections to ſtrange women, forbid 


by God, of the nations concerning which the 
Lord 
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Lord ſaid unto Iſrael; ye ſhall not go in un- 
to them, neither ſpall they come in unto you ; 
for ſurely they will turn away your heart 
after their gods : The wiſdom, of that law 
was ſoon juſtified ; Solomon ſoon multiplied 
gods, and was guilty of groſs idolatry, and 
had any thing of greater moment ſtood in the | 
way of his unlawful deſires, it had lurely fallen 
before them. 

The third commandment enjoins due re- 
yerence to God's name; but we find 70s di- 
ſtreſs was thought capable of taking that im- 
pious advice, cur/# God and die and Agur 
is earneſt in his prayer againſt poverty, leſt 
he ſhould be tempted to fake the name of his 
God in vain ; and coveting in any circumſtan- 
ces is the worſt kind of poverty, the moſt like- 
ly to prophane or blaſpheme. 

The fourth commandment appropriates a 
certain proportion of our time to God's wor- 
ſhip ; but the ſame irregular temper will repre- 
ſent that time loſt which is ſpent in God's ſer- 
vice, whether in publick or in private; his ſab- 
baths will be burdens to ſuch minds, and will 
be ſpent accordingly. 
| Thus tis certain that coveting in general 
is an enemy to thoſe commandments that re- 
late to God; but it ſeems more particularly 


to be forbid, with a view to thoſe that con- 
cern 
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cern men's behaviour to each other; every one 
of which muſt probably fall a victim to what- 
ever they make their idol. 

The fifth commandment urges _ duties of 
children to their parents; but all the obliga. 
tions of nature, and all the. endearments of 
education quite loſe their force, when this 
vice has got poſſeſſion of the heart. What- MW 
ever degree of ſubſtance parents may be pol: 
ſeſs d of, they are conſidered by ſuch children 
as keeping ſo much from them; the conti. 
| nuance of their life is conſidered as deferring 

their hopes ; and they are look'd on by degrees, 
as keeping poſſeſſion longer than they ſhould do, 
and thereby injuring their heirs ; while they 
are look'd on with ſuch eyes, while they are 
conſider'd in ſuch à light, what honour can 
be paid them? what duty, what affection can 
be preſerv'd for them ? And where this viceis 
not carry'd ſo far, it may in a great meaſure 
alienate the mind, it may cool the affections, and 
deſtroy that reverence that is inſiſted on in that 
commandment, under the name of honour. 6 

Where extravagance, or imprudence attends 
it, and makes unreaſonable demands, which may 
be frequently expected, the neglect and con- MF D 
tempt of parents, will probably be the conlc- ¶ e 
quence of them, whether gratified or TRY bis 
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at Fr. Mary's' Cambridge. 1 9 
if gratified, they carry the heart away into 


ſeyeral vicious views, and theſe make the au- 
thority and concern of parents great grievan- 


ces; if rejected, they are ſo many diſcontents, ſo 


many accuſations and complaints againſt them, 
continually corrupting the heart, and engaging it 
in diſaffection and diſeſteem, withdrawing all 
the duty, that may ſafely be withdrawn, and 
tainting what remains with ill humour; and tis 
yery plain ſuch a ſpirit muſt have an averſion 


to that part of the duty of this commandment, 


which conſiſts in aſſiſting parents when pro- 
vidence ſhall make it neceſſary; and where there 
is ſuch an ayerſion; excuſes will never be: want- 
ing, tho” Corban cant be pleaded ; ſomething 
will always be found our, to countenance ſuch 
unduti ful reſolutions. Ver 
And as to all the other „ this 


| temper of coveting immediately loofens the 


obligations: The very firſt thought is, wiſhing 
we might break them, and the next is contriving 
means to do it; every day's obſervation con- 
firms this truth, that where ever this temper takes 
place, all the commandments are in great danger. 

This was ſoon too hard for the piety of 
David; it ſoon reconcil'd him to adulcery ; nor 


would it ſuffer him to ſtop there, it ſoon made 


him reſolye upon murther too. Thus again, 
B in 


2 
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in the caſe of Naboth, falſe witneſs and mur- 
ther were its immediate conſequence; the ad- 
mir'd vineyard muſt be had, whateyer means 
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any outward violations of any one of theſe 
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procur'd it; and if this temper can prevail ſo 
far, the eighth commandment, will never be 


able to withſtand it; if it will proceed reſo- 
lutely in the publick view of the world, there's 
no hopes of its ſcrupling ſuch diſhoneſty, as 
may be ſuppos'd private. 

God therefore, as the ſearcher of hearts, has 
wiſely laid this reſtraint upon our thoughts ; 


out of the heart, ſays our Saviour, proceed | 
evil thoughts, (the ſeeds of all forts of wick- 


edneſs) murthers, adulteries, fornications, 
thefts, falſe witneſs, blaſphemies, Mat. xv. 19. 
Chriſt had probably theſe commandments in 
view, when he ſpake theſe words; and he re- 
preſents the heart as the fountain head, from 
which all theſe bitter ſtreams flow, which ſo 


often drown men in deſtruction and perdition, 


If we would therefore ſecure a regular o- 
bedience to thoſe commandments, we mult 
carefully watch our inclinations. Tis not ſuf. 
ficient, that we have not yet been guilty of 


laws; if we ſuffer evil thoughts to gather in 
our hearts, they will probably ſoon break 


out into a form upon them all. 


The 
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The ſecond thing I propoſed was, to lay 
down ſome practical obſervations to promote 
obedience to this commandment, and r 
ſecure the reſt. 

The firſt ſtep to any regular obedience is, 
to conſider impartially what we are; what our 
character in life is; and how we are provided 
to ſupport it. 8 

If Men will allow their paſſions to kindlea fire 
in their breaſts, without conſidering what may 
be reaſonably expected in their character, 
and what not, the flames may probably break 
out upon their neighbours, but they muſt ſuf- 
fer molt by em themſelves, tis harraſſing their 
ſouls upon falſe ſuppoſitions ; they firſt miſtake 
themſelyes, and then every thing about them: 
It ought ſurely to be confeſs'd, that whoever 
is maſter of ſuch circumſtances, as are pro- 
per for his character in life, can have no rea- 
ſon for complaints; and as there can be no 
reaſon for complaints in ſuch caſes, ſo there 
can be no end of them; and the diſorder they 
would produce in private life, would be the ſame 
that would follow in publick life, ſhould every 
ſingle man reſolve not to be ſatisfied till he be- 
came a magiſtrate, and every inferior magiſtrate 
reſolve not to be ſatisfied, till he became ſupreme , 
Wd the ſupreme not to be ſatisfied with any 

B 2 thing, 
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thing. but the ſovereignity of the world; for a 
man to wiſh his character itſelf-alter'd, nd then 
{er bis paſſions and xeſolutions to work to al- 
ter it; this is no more reaſonable. than to wiſh 
himſelf another creature, and undertake to new 
form his nature; every man's firſt thought there- 


fore ſhould be, what that character is, and what 


is a competent proviſion for it. 

The next ſhould be a faithful reflection on 
what he really has; this, tho on other occaſions 
apt to be too much inſiſted on, is however too apt 
to be over-look'd, when the heart's thus in- 
climd, to an irregular luſt of increaſe ; perſons 
fo diſpos'd can imagine themſelves diſtreſs d, 
with all the proper means of happineſs in 
their hands; they can torment themſelves, 
blaſpheme God, and look with great ma- 
lignity on their peighbours, meerly becauſe 
their own uſeleſs ſubſtance does not multiply 
faſter to no purpole : whereas, would theit 
hearts ſuſter them to be grateful to God, 
and juſt to themſelves, all this would be pre- 
vented. A ſober and regular ſatisfaction in what 
they are poſſels'd of, would prevent all ſuch 
thoughts, and incline them to bleſs God with 
chearful piety, for the favour he has ſhewn 
them ; bur 4 ſpirit of coycting and diſcontent 

only j 
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only makes what they have uſeleſs; the mind 
is never at leiſure, never in reſt and good 
humour enough to enjoy any part of it. 
New additions are always neceſſary, and the 
means of procuring them never ſcrupulouſly ex- 
amined : But when ſuch perſons are at laſt ſur- 
priz d by death, then they reflect with con- 
fuſion on all the ingratitude and injuſtice, of 
which they have been guilty, and the folly of 


_ engaging in all this, to no purpoſe ; they now 


ſee how much they had been oblig d to God's 
goodneſs, and how happy they might have 
been in it; they ſee the ſource of all their 
Gee the treachery of the devil and their 


oyn hearts; thoſe complaints that have done 


fo much miſchief to themſelves and others ; ; 
that treachery that engag'd them continually 
in purſuing ſhadows, and would never ſuffer 
them to be at leiſure for real happinels. 


Secondly, When ſome particular views have 
engag d the heart, and work 'd the paſſions up 
to ſome heat, if they have not proceeded too 
far out of the call of reaſon, it may be of uſe to 
conſider, how ſeldom things anſwer an earneſt 
expectation; eſpecially where the paſſions have 


form'd it, aud dreſsd it = in a ſet of gay de- 
luſions 'Tis 
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Tis very common for men to employ their 
thoughts on others, to imagine within them. 
ſelves, how very happy ſuch circumſtances 
muſt needs make them; this ſoon raiſes ſome 
clouds over their own condition: diſcontents 


gather apace; and if any probable means offer 
to procure for themſelves, what they ſo much 
admire in others, the foul is ſoon fir'd with 


hopes and reſolutions ; and all oppoſition to 


ſuch great defigns muſt fall before them: all | 


preſent poſſeſſions are either deſpiſed, or con- 


ſider'd only as ſteps that lead to ſuch heights: 


no ſuſpicions are allow'd to cool the mind; 
every thing is depended on as certain ; doubt; 
are received as enemies; but probably, all that 
appears at laſt is, that they have er re- 
pentance exceeding dear. 

Whatever we allow our ſelves to covet, from 
the circumſtances of others, is always ſomething 
that we think them particularly happy in; we 
are therefore deſirous to tranſlate it into our 
own, and with it the happineſs we ſuppoſe inſe- 
parable from it. But there is nothing we are ſo 
often miſtaken in, as the happineſs of other 
men; and 'tis no wonder; happineſs depends lo 


much on the heart, no man can be a competent 
judge 


* 
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judge of any, but his own; nor of that nies, 
at any conſiderable diſtance. "St | 

So that 'tis far from being certain, that the 
fame things, when they come to be attain'd, 
will make us happy, tho! it ſhould be ſuppos d 
that they really made them ſo, from whom we 
rook ſach deſires. 

Too few conſider, that man is dearer to.God 
than to himſelf ; and that *tis entirely ſafe, on 
that account, to reſign to him; that while men 
purſue their various projects, led on by blind, 
cager deſires, God alone ſees thro' the whole 


train of particulars ; He alone knows what fruits 


| the concluſion will prodyce, and often bears, 
| with patience, the undutiful murmurs of man- 


kind; rais'd againſt him, for no other reaſon, 
but becauſe he reſtrained em from being miſes 
rable: Their diſappointments have preſery'd 
what happineſs they have remaining, and their 


| repining that they have not been able to deſtroy 


it quite, deſtroys great part of it; an evil to be 
cur'd only by believing, that chings will not al- 
ways prove juſt as we conceive em, but ſome- _ 
times change their faces, as they draw nearer 
to us, and prove, at laſt, enemies inſtead of 
friends. 
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Thirdly. If a man's mind be ſo far ery in 
favour of what he covets, that he will not 
hearken to any ſuſpicions, Will not be prevail'd 
with to doubt his entire ſatisfaction in it, if it 
could but be obtain'd ; he bought, however, to 
remember God's property, in all parts of the 
world, and deſire it, at leaſt, with decent ſub- 
miſſion to his will: God's right of diſpoſing all 
things, according to his own wiſdom, ſhould 


turn our deſires into prayers, and leave 'em be- 


fore the throne of grace, with a dutiful reſigua · 


tion. 
Inſi ſting, i in à diſcontented manner, on what- 


ever we take into our hearts, is either diſputing 


with God this right of government and diſtribu- - 


tion, or elſe reproaching his conduct in the ex- 
erciſe of it. To ſuppoſe the world left to the 
inclinations and paſſions of mankind, and that 
we may fix on what we pleaſe, and improve all 
advantages to obtain it, this is excluding God 


out of it, and throwing all things into confuſi- 


on: If God has no property in the world, men 
can have none; they may contrive Rules of 
poffeſſion to preſerve as much peace as may be, 
but thoſe rules will always give place to priva- 
cy and power. 


But 
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But if all things are -acknowledg'd to be diſ- 
poſed by an inviſible hand, all wiſe and almigh- 
ty; on an abſolute ſubmiſſion to it is plainly 
reaſonable. No priyacy can conceal the offend» 
et; no power can protect him: Men may, poſ- 
ſibly, ſo fat forget themſelves and God; as to 
murmur at ſome particulat diſpenſations; but 
when ſuch murmuts are ptoſecuted to their un- 
deniable conſequences, they muſt appear ſo 
blaſphemous and unnatural, that they can end 
in nothing but ſubmiſſion and eee or 


elle, the groſſeſt infidelity. 


Jo prevent the growth of ſuch auurbers 
would be proper to conſider, that except in 


| very extraordinary caſes, all men enjoy more 


than they can claim, more than they can pre- 


tend to demand, more than they can inſiſt they 


deſerve: If God is pleas'd to beſtow on others, 
more than on themſelves, their eye ſhould not 


be evil, becauſe God is good; many reaſons 
there may de for it, of which they ate not 


jadges; could the importunity of ſuch ſpirits be 
ſippoſed to prevail with God, to adjuſt one ge- 
neral account with mankind, with relation to 
this world, and ſettle the happineſs of all, in an 
exact proportion to their merits, twould ſoon 


appear that 1 muſt make a very melancholick 


change; | 


C 
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change; but, probably, in none more, than 
thoſe ungrateful perſons who e been loudeſt 
in their complaints. 

How well ſoever any man may think of him- 
ſel, he can't expect to mend his condition in 
this way ; and whoever takes the liberty to rc- 
proach the conduct of God, may, probably, be 
himſelf call'd to ſuch an account, though the 
reſt of mankind are not; and what is it le 
than reproaching God's conduct, to inſiſt earn. 

eſtly, paſſionately, and reſolutely on ſome thing 
which God has not thought fit to give. This is 
the nature of coveting, as tis forbid in this com. 
mandment; and a moderate ſenſe of God's right, 
in the works of his own hands, and of thoſe a. 
tributes, with which | that right is . exerciſed, 
would, probably; reſtrain ſuch extravagant ſol 
licirades,, i iu minds not very violent, or not yer 
: eh corrupted. 


o ele If_there are any lawful means 10 
8 we deſire, we ſhould make a {a 
ſonable uſe of em; we ſhould not ſuffer that 
deſire to gaul and corrupt the heart, and ſo 
perſuade us to gratify it by unlawful means. 
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As. God has woven into our natures particu- 


tu appetites and inclinations; it is certainly not 


unlawful, within proper bounds, to attend to 
em; the danger conſiſts in exceeding thoſè 
bounds. Therefore, whenever any Man finds 


bis mind much concern d, for what he ib not af 
preſent maſter of, if he has any regard either for 


his peace or his innocence, he ſhould firſt con- 
ſider, whether there may be any lawful means 
found to obtain it; and if ſo, then, whether it 
be worth his while to purſue it by thoſe means. 
If he is convinc'd there are no lawful ways of 
obtaining it, he ought immediately to baniſh all 
thoughts of it; to inſiſt on it, after this con- 
viction, is directly fighting againſt God; tis 


inſulting and defying both his authority 8 his 


providence. And if the lawful means, by which 
it may poſſibly be attained, are judged more 
chan equal to it, if he judges it not of moment 
enough” fo deſerve 'em, 'tis contradiQing and 


fighting againſt himſelf,” to o perfilt 1 in the 2 
+ 


But where there both appears fome law ful 
method to obtain it, and a competent value in 
the thing itſelf, worthy of thar method, there 
the only rational concluſion is, to apply Him- 
15 to the * means; net to ſuffer the defre 


AM "DBM ON, Each, a 
ro _=_— {mothering in his mind, till it at ant 
breaks out into vicious meaſure. 
Ik a man reſolves to urge his. deſires, to preſs 
his grievances, to think on nothing but his de. 
mands on providence, and at laſt, when he 
thinks he cant move heaven, will addreſs him. 
ſelf to the powers of hell, he can expect to be 
„ of by them alone. 

He muſt appear, in the eyes of all ſerious 
men, extremely imprudent and unreaſonable ; a 
ſullen enemy to men own happineſs, new a nu- 
 fance to mankind. 

And in the eyes yo God he muſt appear an 
undutiful ſon, alienated from all the influences of 
reverence and affection, and engag'd in a con- 

federacy with ruſſians and rebells, to extort 
from him what his goodneſs had offer'd, in 2 
regular way, and what his wiſdom would not 
permit him to offer otherwiſe. The means 
which God is pleas d to put into our hands, 
gratif any innocent deſire, is to be cone 
as a bleſſing, and improved accordingly : When 
ſuch means are neglected, and yet the deſire ea. 
gerly continued, it ceaſes to be innocent; twil 
probably ſoon find ſome unlawful means of pro- 
curing what's propos d; and in the mean time, 


has a very bad influence on the mind, ſuch as 
tends 
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tends ta deſtroy. juſtice and charity among men; 
and all reyerence and gratitude towards God 
whereas, a proper induſtry: in the ſtare in which 
proyideuce has plac d us, will make us uſeful to 
the reſt of mankind, and ſenſible of our obliga- 
tions to gad in abs . of the fruits of 


1 Lafth, In order to prevent * load which 
often lyes ſo heavy upon the minds of men, de- 
ſtroying their peace, and endangering their in- 
vocence, tis their intereſt to guard againſt all 
extravagant habits in life; theſe are ſo many. un- 
neceſſary. demands on it, creating proportiona- 
ble deſires in the mind, and continually ſolligit- 
ing ſatisfaction; a ſatisfaction that can never laſt 
long, till thoſe Furravaganeies, are chemſelves 
reſtrain'd. 

Where ſuch exceſſes are ſuffer d to ge * 
lion of the mind, there can be no peace nor 
ſafety, no reſt, no ſatisfaction; tis the nature 
en Nof ſuch vices to encreaſe their demands; ; what- 
ea- Never they are fed with does not turn to any 
vill Nwholeſome nouriſhment, but only ſwells em; 
ro- Ito make it our buſineſs to gratify em, is only to 
me, bring on ourſelves continually new difficulties, 
a5 Wo many violations of this commandment. 


nds | | „„ - "The 
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The ale way to ſettle, muſt” be, to place 

vide bonds to the mind; and theſe bound; 
are to be judg'd by the ſtate or character that 
providence appoints us : When we exceed theſe 
bounds, we ſhall be continually expos'd to dan. 
gerous temptations, continually follicited to find 
out means to accompliſh our deſires, how irre. 
gular ſoeyer thoſe means, or the deſires them- 
TIVES 22 65 be. wy 


To conclude. - 8 

Al men ſhould coafitic the true end of lik 
in general, that it does not conſiſt in humour 
and ſenſuality ;* that tho” the infirmities of the 
body require a great part of our time, the foul 
is beyond all compariſon the more worthy par 
of our nature ; and therefore as to particular 
circumſtances ' in life, we ſhould reſign to the 
* diſpoſition of God, contented with a decent and 
regular uſe of our preſent portion ; we ſhould 
lay out the full attention and concern of our 
hearts on our ſpiritpal proſperity : ; that happi 
nes in which our maker has ſer us no bounds 
in which we may be continyally improving 


and ſhall never want his aſſiſtance to proſpe 
our endeavours. | 


a 


For 


and glory, now and for evermore, Amer. 
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4 or all inſſances of which alfifianee, we e 
to bleſs and ,praiſe his power, conducted by ſo 
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And therefore to God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, be all N 
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| NIGER 8's Co ere 42 1 beit; 
cone an Anſwer to all the moſt u ko Gee 
of the Infdels againſt the Chriſtian Religion. The 
Third Edition, with the Addition of two Conferences, 
the one with a Machiavelian, the other we an 
Atheiſt. In two Volumes. | I 


III. 4 plain rg ne Chriſtian g id 1 
down in Diſcourſes ers, fitted 
to the various Gn Trp . Lie, Tran, 
lated and Reviſed from the French of M. J 0 KIEWI 
by Dr. Fi EE T WOOD, late Biſhop of Ely. #2 
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A Sermon preached at the Revival of the Annivery 
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